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Safety Guidelines

Hand-held Routers & Router Table Applications

 1.  Always wear eye and ear protection.

 2.  Follow router manufacturer’s safety and use instructions.

 3.  Use a router bit guard whenever possible.  On router table operations,   

      use push blocks to keep your hands away from the cutting area.

 4.  Before changing router bits, always unplug your router.

 5.  Insert at least 3/4th of the bit shank into the collet.

 6.  Reduce router speeds for larger router bits.  See the recommended     

      router bit speed chart on our website.
7. Large diameter bits are to be used in a router table only.  Using bits  

     over 1” in diameter in a hand-held router can easily cause you to lose   

     control of the tool.
 8.  Use a router table and fence whenever possible.

 9.  Take small cuts.  Making too deep a cut in one pass invites kickbacks.  
10.  Control this with your router table fence or bearing size.

11.  Always check bits for damage and sharpness before use.

12.  When installing bits into the router, allow about 1/8” clearance from  

       the collet.

13.  Avoid shaping small pieces.  Shape a larger piece and then reduce it 
       in size or make a larger jig to hold the smaller piece being routed.

14.  Never force the work piece into the bit or overload the router.  
15.  Always feed the bit into the work piece in the proper direction.  For a 
       hand-held router, the router should move counter-clockwise around  

       the work piece.  For a router table, the work piece should be fed from 
       left to right based on the following illustration:
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16.  Avoid using warped, uneven, or jagged-edge work pieces.
